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Queen Elizabeth s and which, to my Knowlege, s
too much pradifed fince by unworthy Perfons.

It is likcly, that many of the coralline Subftances
mention’d by Authors, may be this, or Parts of i,
the Cruft being rubb’d off morc or lc(s, and its Co-
lour changed, and thereby defcribed for different
Corallines,

X. Extrats of Two Letters from the Reverend
Henry Miles, D. D. & F. R.S. 0 Mr.
Henry Baker, F. R. 8. containing feveral
Eleérical Experiments.

L
Dear Sir,

Read Feb. 13. Y AM undcr no Doubt, but that Experi-
1745°6. ments with Sulphur are capable of
being improv’d, and hope fhortly to make is appcar.

I am loth to venture my glafs Tubes of Flint for a
Mould, but intend to procure one of common Glafs s
having lately had the Misfortune of lofing my beft,

in fo odd a Manner, that I believe you lel excufc
me if I trouble you with the Account.

I had been ufing it but a little Time in the Even-
ing; and, before I laid it up, having by me a round
Ruler fmall enough to go into the Bore, when it
was coverd with a Roll ot two of brown Paper,
it camc into my Hcad to excite it, by rubbing it a
little on the Infide with the faid Ruler and Paper; bue
not finding any Effc@ of ir, after a few Minutcs
Trial, not fo much as to attraét the {fmalle@t Thread,
I laid it in my Window in my Study on a Parcel of
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Papers and Pamphlets, where it ufed to be put; and
next Morning, as we were at Breakfaft, I heard a
Snap, and, on turning my Hcad, found about two
Inches of my Tube broke off very regularly. Upon
this I took it, and plac’d it againft a Cupboard-
Door, erc@, in a Pocket of Leather, that had been
nail’d up againft the Door for fuch a Purpofe. The
upper End was tied to two Thongs of Leather, but
not tight,. only to prevent its ftirring: Thus it con-
tinued fafe till I went to Bed ; but, inthe Morning,
upon opening the faid Door, I was furprifed to find
my Tube in Shivers, except about threc Inches, as
if it had been broke with a {iart Blow of a Hammer.
The Cupboard is over the Fire-place, and fo near ir,
that Tthink it impoflible it thould ever have been quite
cold ; and the Window where it was fitlt put is fo
near the Fire, and its being {aid on the Scat of the
Window, a Foot below the Safh, it could not be
nuch affe¢ted with the Air from thence, —— The
W eather was frofly, but the Tube from firft to lalt
never out of the Room; and I am furc never had
any Blow.

The Stick of Brim@one I laft made, with which I
kindled Lamp Spirits fo rcadily, as I informed you
before, was fet up in the foremention’d Cupboard
in an cre& Pollure, has loft all its cle@ric Virtuc,
and cannot be madc to attra@ a Down-Fcather, or
a fine Thread.-——This I know not how to account
for, unlefs it be, that the expofing itto the Air, by its
not bung wrapt up in any thing, may have deprived
it of its Power: For, if I mifremcember not, Ste/hm
Gray ufed to keep his Sulphur conic Bodics, caft in
Winc-Glafs, in a Box, and wrapt up in Flannel ;

however
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however I fhall attempt to recover it again, ——— The
Cupboard is fmall, and ncver cold. — My Stick of
Wax kept in my Desk, not wrapr, will atrat a
Thread at any time, without rubbing art all.

Laft Night, having feveral Gentlemen with me,
who were defirous of fecing me fet Fire to fome
Spirits of Wine, [ was willing to try whether I could
not kindle the fame with an Icicles but, not being
able to get one, I attempted it with a thick Picce of
Ice, and immediately fucceeded, in Prefence of 7 or
Pcrfons; and I think the Sparks of Fire from the
Ice, when the Finger of a non-ele@ric Perfon was
brought nigh ir, were as large and as powerful as
any I cever faw 5 fo that I am fatisfied the Power of
them is no ways diminifh’d by the Coldnels of the
Ice: And I doubt not, but that, if the Icc be kepe
from melting and dropping into the Spirits, Icc will
kindle them as readily as any other Subftance: The
Spirits were fuch as we ufe for the Tea kettle Lamp,
and far from being of the beflt Sort.

One Circumftance more I will mention, and re-
leafe you.—— By Accident one of the Gentlemen
approaching the ele@rified Perfon with his Hand near
his Shoulder, the faid Gentleman felt a very pun-
gent Stroke on his Flcth, thro® his Coat and Waift-
coat, which were both Cloth. This was repeated
feveral times, and in cvery one’s Opinion {on whom
Trial was made) the repulfive Stroke was as
{inart as it is wont to be on the End of the Finger,
when nothing intervencs; and the Senfation counti-
nued as long. I know not whether this has been
before taken notice of 5 if it has, your Goodnefs will
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excufe my Impertinence; and vouchfafe to believe
me under many Obligations.

Tooting, Ecb. 4. 1745 6.

II.

Extralt of a Letter from Dr. Miles o
Mpr. Baker.

Scarce thought the Account I fent laft Week, of

my kindling Spirits of Wine with Ice the 3d of
this Inftant, worth your Noticc; but thatas I had not
heard of any one at home who had donc it, [ in-
clined to relate it to you. Since that, 1 made an-
other Trial, and fucceeded with all the Eafc ima-
ginable; the Spirit kindling the very Moment of
my approaching them with the Lump of Ice, which
was an Inch and a Quarter thick. After this I took
a Clamp of Iron, fuch as is uled for heating Box-
Irons for fmoothing Linen-Clothess and, having
heated the fame red hot, applied it to the Spirit, as
I ftood on the Cake of Wax cle@rified, holding the
fame in a Pair of Tongs.

I did not, I confefs, expe&t much from this Trial 3
and the Event was, that I could not kindle the Spi-
rits, during the Time the Redncfs continued in the
Clamp ; but, as foon as that difappear’d, and it be-
gan to look blackifh, the Spirits were kindled as
ufnal.

I fhall not draw any Conclufion from a fingle
Trial; perhaps fome Reafons might be afligned, why
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the red-hot Iron did not kindle the Spirits, pro-
vided one were fure this would always be the Cafe;
and if the Experiment were repeated with the fame
Confequence a good many times, one would venture
to fay, that the Heat of the Iron contributed no
Power of inflaming to the Efuvia.

My Tube I have ufed of late is not made of the
fine Flint-Glafs, but fuch as common Wine-Glafles
arc made of.

I have got me a Tube made of common green Glafs:
This is exceeding light, in Comparifon with others ;
and may be cxcited with double the Time and Pain
required for the others, but yet not without warm-
ing it at the Fire ; though this feems powerful enough
to attra¢t the Bunch of Threads, yet I am not able
to kindlc any Spirits with it.

I have made thefe Trials, that I might be able to
determine which kind of Glafs afforded the greateft
Quantity of Effluvia, or at lealt the ftrongeft, as
ncar as might be; which may not be altogether
unufcful to be known.

Your bnmble Servant,

H. Miles.

H XI.



